Long-term evaluation of naproxen suspension in juvenile chronic arthritis.
Twenty-six children suffering from juvenile chronic arthritis were entered into a 6-month open evaluation of naproxen suspension. Sixteen patients completed 6-months' treatment, 6 were lost to follow-up and 4 dropped out, 2 because of side-effects (rash, and burning on swallowing the formulation), 1 for lack of efficacy and 1 because of no further need of treatment. Pain severity scores were significantly reduced from admission levels at all monthly follow-up visits and significant overall improvement since the last visit was noted up to third month of treatment, as assessed by doctor and parent/patient. Transient indigestion was reported by 2 patients. No clinically significant trends were noted in any of the laboratory investigations carried out. The results add to the accumulation of data on the use of naproxen in children and underline its long-term efficacy and tolerance.